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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 23, 2004 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 



2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellis et 
al. (US 2005/0028208). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ellis teaches a program guide information providing device 
(interactive television program guide equipment 1 7-hereinafter referred to as equipment 
17) adapted to communicate with a communication terminal device (remote program 
guide access device 24-hereinafter referred to as remote access device 24) - see 
figures 1-2d; the program guide information providing device comprising: 

program guide information storing means (i.e., program guide server ) for storing 
program guide information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by 
predetermined program supplying means (program source e.g., main facility, broadcast 
station- figures 1 , 2c, 2d, 8); 

preference information storing means for storing preference information 
indicating the preferences of each of one or more users (storage in equipment 17 for 
storing user profiles/ preferences profiles/user preferences- paragraphs 0071, 0123- 
0121-0126), Ellis further discloses the remote access device 24 also sends 
identification information such as parental control information, information indicating the 
user who changed the profiles, who accessed and adjusted parental control setting, etc. 
to and stored in equipment 17 for used to transmitted data to the remote access device 
24- see including, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0120-0127). Inherently, the 
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preference information for each user also corresponding to a particular communication 
terminal device (i.e. remote access device 24) with identification (i.e. address of the 
remote access device, identification of user who used the remote access device to 
change profile, to request recording, etc.,) associated therewith; 

a receiver for receiving identification information from the communication terminal 
device indicative of the identification thereof (i.e. communication device at the 
equipment 17 for receiving user identification, remote access device identification from 
the remote access device 24- see including, but is not limited to, figures 1-2b, 
paragraphs 0120-0127); 

Ellis further discloses equipment 17 generates an appropriate program guide 
display screen/remote access interactive television program guide screen, according to 
user preference profiles, remote access device information, and send to the remote 
access device (24) - see including, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0073,-0074, 0102, 
01 10-01 11, 0122-0126). Inherently, the equipment 17 comprises: a searching means for 
reading from the preference information storing means the preference information, 
searching programs matching the preferences of the user from the program guide 
information based on the read preference information, and generating searched 
program guide information (appropriate program guide display screen) comprising the 
searched programs (e.g. favorite programs); and transmitting means (communication 
device connected to link 19) for transmitting the searched program guide information to 
the communication terminal device (remote access device 24); 



Application/Control Number: 09/627,725 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

wherein a program selection apparatus (e.g., processing circuitry 54 at the 
remote access device or control circuitry/tuner at equipment 14 - figures 4-5) receives 
program selection information upon selection of one of said programs listed in the 
program guide information (e.g., processing circuitry/control circuitry receives program 
guide selection information upon selection of programs displayed on display screen of 
remote access device 24, to watch, to record, etc., via user interface 52- figure 5, 
paragraphs 0092, 0107, 0154). 

Ellis also discloses the list of programs displayed on screen of remote access 
device (24) including user favorite programs according previous user preferences or 
"favorites" setting (paragraphs 0122-0126). Inherently, the list of programs in the 
program guide is previously created and stored by the user (based on user preferences 
or "favorite" settings) and the previously created and stored list of program in the 
program guide is remotely accessed by the user upon request on the communication 
terminal device (the list of programs is remotely accessed upon user request on the 
remote access device 24 - paragraphs 0120-0126). 

Regarding claim 2, Ellis further discloses receiving means for receiving programs 
supplied from program supplying means (e.g., receiving device of equipment 17 for 
receiving programs from program sources such as main facility distribution 12- figures 
1-2d, 8-9. paragraphs 0069, 0078). 
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Regarding claim 3, the limitations of the program guide information providing system as 
claimed correspond to the limitations of the program guide information providing device 
as claimed in claim 1 , and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of 
claim 1. Ellis further discloses the communication terminal device (remote access 
device 24) comprises: 

transmitting means (transmitting device of communications device 58) for 
transmitting to the guide information providing device (equipment 17) the identification 
information associated with the communication terminal device (e.g. user identification 
who uses remote access device to send command, address of mote access device so 
that the requested data can be received, etc. - figures 1-2b, 5, paragraphs 0120-0127); 

receiving means for receiving the searched program guide information 
transmitted from the program guide information providing device (receiving device of 
communication device 58 for receiving appropriate/filtered interactive program guide 
from the equipment 14 - figure 5, paragraphs 0092-0096, 0120-0126); 

notifying means for notifying the user of the received searched program guide 
information (display for displaying the appropriate/filter program guide screen - 
paragraphs 0120-0126, figures 7-8); 

transmitting means (in user interface) for transmitting to a program selection 
apparatus (processing circuitry 54) program selection information (to record, to watch, 
etc.) upon selection of one of the program lists in the program guide information (see 
including, but is not limited to, figure 5, paragraphs 0092, 0107, 0154). 
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Regarding claim 4, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the additional 
limitations as claimed in claim 2, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 2. 

Regarding claim 5, Ellis teaches an information receiving device (television distribution 
facility 16 in figures 2a, 2c, or user television equipment 22 in figures 2b, 2d, 6a-6d) 
adapted to communicate with a communication terminal device (remote program guide 
access device 24-hereinafter referred to as remote access device 24) - see figures 1- 
2d, 6a-6c; the program guide information providing device comprising: 

program guide information storing means (i.e., program guide server or storage 
at user television equipment 22 -figure 2c or par. 0083) for storing program guide 
information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by predetermined 
program supplying means (program source e.g., main facility, broadcast station- figures 
1, 2c, 2d, 8); 

preference information storing means for storing preference information 
indicating the preferences of each of one or more users (either storage in television 
distribution facility 16 or storage in user television equipment 22 for storing user profiles/ 
preferences profiles/user preferences- paragraphs 0071, 0123-0121-0126), Ellis 
further discloses the remote access device 24 also sends identification information such 
as parental control information, information indicating the user who changed the 
profiles, who accessed and adjusted parental control setting, etc. to and stored in 
equipment 17 for used to transmitted data to the remote access device 24- see 
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including, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0120-0127). Inherently, the preference 
information for each user also corresponding to a particular communication terminal 
device (i.e. remote access device 24) with identification (i.e. address of the remote 
access device, identification of user who used the remote access device to change 
profile, to request recording, etc.,) associated therewith; 

a receiver (communication device in television distribution 16 connected to 
remote access device 24 via user television equipment 22- figures 2a, 2b) or 
communication device in user television equipment 22 connected to remote access 
device 24 via television distribution facility 16 - figures 2c, 2d, 6a-6c) for receiving 
identification information from the communication terminal device indicative of the 
identification thereof (i.e. receiving user identification, remote access device 
identification from the remote access device 24- see including, but is not limited to, 
figures 1-2b, paragraphs 0120-0127); 

Ellis further discloses (program guide server 25 in figures 2a, 2c, or user 
television equipment 22, figures 2b, 2d) generates an appropriate program guide 
display screen/remote access interactive television program guide screen, according to 
user preference profiles, remote access device information, and send to the remote 
access device (24) - see including, but is not limited to, paragraphs 0073,-0074, 0102, 
01 10-01 1 1 , 0122-0126). Inherently, the equipment television distribution facility (16) or 
user television equipment (22) comprises: a searching means for reading from the 
preference information storing means the preference information, searching programs 
matching the preferences of the user from the program guide information based on the 
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read preference information, and generating searched program guide information 
(appropriate program guide display screen) comprising the searched programs (e.g. 
favorite programs); and transmitting means for transmitting the searched program guide 
information to a remote commander (transmitting device in television distribution facility 
16 transmitted filtered program guide information to user television equipment 22 - 
figures 2a, 2b; or transmitting device in user television equipment 22 transmits filtered 
television program guide to television distribution facility equipment 16 - figures 2b, 2d, 
6a-6c); 

the remote commander having first transmitting/receiving means for directly 
exchange information between the receiving means and the transmitting means, and 
second transmitting/receiving means for exchanging information via the communication 
terminal device and the communicating means (the user television equipment having 
first transmitting/receiving means for directly exchange information between the 
receiving means and transmitting means of the television distribution facility (16) and 
second transmitting/receiving means for exchanging information via the remote access 
device 24 and the communicating means of the user television equipment - figures 2a, 
2c; or the television distribution facility 16 having first transmitting/receiving means for 
directly exchange information between the receiving means and transmitting means of 
the user television equipment and second transmitting/receiving means for exchanging 
information via the remote access device and the communicating means of the 
television distribution facility - figures 2b, 2d, 6a«6c); 
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wherein a program selection apparatus (e.g., processing circuitry/control circuitry 
- figures 4-5) receives program selection information upon selection of one of said 
programs listed in the program guide information (e.g., processing circuitry/control 
circuitry receives program guide selection information upon selection of programs 
displayed on display screen of remote access device 24, to watch, to record, etc., via 
user interface 52- figure 5, paragraphs 0092, 0107, 0154). 

Ellis also discloses the list of programs displayed on screen of remote access 
device (24) including user favorite programs according previous user preferences or 
"favorites" setting (paragraphs 0122-0126). Inherently, the list of programs in the 
program guide is previously created and stored by the user (based on user preferences 
or "favorite" settings) and the previously created and stored list of program in the 
program guide is remotely accessed by the user upon request on the communication 
terminal device (the list of programs is remotely accessed upon user request on the 
remote access device 24 - paragraphs 0120-0126). 

Regarding claim 6, Ellis teaches an information-receiving device as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 5. Ellis further discloses user input device such as user interface 46 
for recording to recording device such as secondary storage device 32, optional digital 
storage device 31 , storage 56, or program guide server 25, for recording program 
specified by the remote access device 24 from a plurality of program supplied from 
video source (e.g., main facility- see including, but is not limited to, paragraphs, 0089, 
0163- 0164) is interpreted as recording control means for recording to recording means 
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(storage device 31 , storage device 32, server 25, or storage 56) program specified by 
the communication terminal device (remote access 24) from a plurality of programs 
supplied from the program supply means. 

Regarding claim 7, the limitations of a remote operation system as claimed correspond 
to the limitations as claimed in information receiving device in claim 5, and are analyzed 
as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 5. Ellis further discloses the 
communication terminal device (remote access device 24) comprises: 

transmitting means (transmitting device of communications device 58) for 
transmitting to the remote commander (user television equipment in figures 2a, 2c or 
transmission facility 16 in figures 2b, 2d, 6a-c) the identification information associated 
with the communication terminal device (e.g. user identification who uses remote 
access device to send command, address of mote access device so that the requested 
data can be received, etc. - figures 1-2d, 5, paragraphs 0120-0127); 

receiving means for receiving the searched program guide information 
transmitted from the remote commander (receiving device of communication device 58 
for receiving appropriate/filtered interactive program guide from the user television 
equipment 22 in figures 2a, 2c, or from distribution facility (16) in figures 2b, 2d, 6a-c - 
see also figure 5, paragraphs 0092-0096, 0120-0126); 

notifying means for notifying the user of the received searched program guide 
information (display for displaying the appropriate/filter program guide screen - 
paragraphs 0120-0126, figures 7-8); 
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transmitting means (in user interface) for transmitting to a program selection 
apparatus (processing circuitry 54/control circuitry) program selection information (to 
record, to watch, etc.) upon selection of one of the program lists in the program guide 
information (see including, but is not limited to, figures 4-5, paragraphs 0092, 0107, 
0154). 

Regarding claim 8, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the additional 
limitations as claimed in claim 6, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 6. 

Regarding claims 9-16, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device/system as claims in claims 1-8, and are analyzed as discussed 
with respect to the rejection of claims 1-8. 

Regarding claim 17, Ellis teaches a device as discussed in the rejection of claim 1. Ellis 
further teaches the preference information storing means is located adjacent the 
program selection apparatus (e.g. preference information such as user's preferences, 
user profiles information, user selection information of program to be recorded, user 
selection of favorite program, etc., is stored storage device at equipment 14, program 
guide server that is located in equipment 14 which control program selection apparatus 
such as control circuitry or program guide server - figures 2c-5; paragraphs 01 17-01 18, 
0123-0126). 



Application/Control Number: 09/627,725 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 18, Ellis teaches a device as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Ellis 
further teaches the preference information storing means is located at a remote location 
apart from the program selection apparatus (e.g. preference information such as user 
preferences, user selection of program to record, favorite program, etc. is stored in 
storage device at equipment 14, program guide server is apart from the processing 
circuitry - figures 2c-5; paragraphs 01 17-01 18, 0123-0126). 

Regarding claim 19, Ellis further teaches the preference information is retrieved over a 
public network (remote access link 19 includes telephone line, a computer network, 
etc.- paragraphs 0076, 0086, 0090,0094, 0127). 

Regarding claim 20, Ellis further discloses a television distribution facility 16 includes 
Internet service system 61 for storing preference information for filtering data before 
transmitting to the remote access device (paragraph 0126). The Internet service system 
61 and program guide server is the same device or system. The Internet service system 
is a web server for storing preference information for filtering data before transmitting to 
the remote access device (figures 6a-6c; paragraphs 0097-0101 , 0126). Inherently, the 
preference information is stored at a website (in internet service system 61 and program 
guide server) for filtering data according preference information before transmitting the 
data to the remote access device. 
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Regarding claims 21-40, the additional limitations as claimed corresponding to the 
additional limitations as claimed in claims 17-20, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 17-20. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ellis et al. (US 2004,01 17831) discloses interactive television program guide 
system and method with niche hubs. 

Gordon et al. (US 6,934,965) discloses system for generating distributing and 
receiving an interactive user interface. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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